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Fig. 3. Composi ion of the skel of a padding Rodhocetus kasrani (8) to show the
marphology of this primitive protocetid Limbs are scaled up 16% from R. belochistanensis with the
wapua retored from A. clavis and the praximal humerus restored from dightly Later protocetids.
Termina of the tal (hatched) are conj I, and the tal was almost certainly longer
than shown here. Forelimbs were probably folded against the body during rapid swimming by pelvic
paddling at the sea surface and during rapid swimming by pelvic padding and caudal undulation
when submerged. On land, Rodhocetus supported itself on hoofed digits 1L il and IV of the hands
and on the plantar surfaces of the feet, and probably progressed hat like 3 modern eared seal
or =ea lion. lllustration: Doug Boyer.
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Fiche congue par Annabelle Cuttelod pour la SCS - 2004

Les Ichtyosaures et Plésiosaures,
dinosaures du Crétacé, ne sont pas les
ancétres des Cétacés mais des reptiles
adaptés au milieu marin qui ont
disparu voici quelque 90 millions
d’années.
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Fiche réalisée par Sidonie Chevrier pour la SCS - 2004
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